
  Commentary from baseball greats 
like Carlton Fisk and Carl Yastrr
zemski attest to how Tiant was the 
hottest pitcher in baseball in his 
time. He set an Earned Run 
Average record of 1.60 in 1968 
when he went 21-9 wins with 9 
shutouts.shutouts.
  At spring training in 1970 when 
Tiant was playing for the Minnesota 
Twins, he injured his shoulder. In 
typical style, he posted seven victoo
ries before doctors determined he 
had cracked his scapula. No record 
of such an injury existed, except in 
javelin throwers, and it was a javelin throwers, and it was a 
measure of how hard Tiant threw 
the ball at the height of his career.
  Released by the Twins, Tiant was 
determined to make a comeback 
and pitched for the Louisville 
Colonels, a Red Sox farm team. 
Since Tiant could no longer rely on 
his fastball, he changed his pitching 
style and re-invented the style of his 
father, Luis "Lefty" Tiant, who was father, Luis "Lefty" Tiant, who was 
a legend in his own time. Playing in 
the Negro League in the U.S. in 
1931, he once struck out Babe Ruth 
and was rumored to have invented 
the screwball. Like father, like son.
  It didn't take long for the Red Sox 
to bring up the younger Tiant, who 
played for them from 1971 to 1978. 
Actor Chris Cooper narrates how 
George McGovern intervened on El 
Tiante's behalf so that his parents 
could come to the U.S. and watch 
their only child play during the their only child play during the 
1975 season. Senator McGovern 
describes how Fidel Castro made a 
rare exception to government policy 
and allowed the senior Tiants to 
travel to Boston and stay as long as 
they liked.
  Indeed they stayed for 15 months 
and might have stayed longer. But 
the senior Tiant died of cancer and 
his wife soon followed.

  When the Red Sox did not renew 
Tiant's contract, he moved on to 
play for the Yankees, the Portland 
Beavers, the Pittsburgh Pirates and 
finally the California Angels. "I 
never gave up," he says.
  As his remarkable story unfolds,   As his remarkable story unfolds, 
the film builds rapport with the 
pitcher's family, friends and former 
colleagues in Cuba. The grim ecoo
nomics of living in Cuba become 
clear when one family member 
admits, "We're living on cigarettes."
  A modest hero, Tiant, offers nonn
prescription medicine, toothpaste, 
and cash. "This is my country," he 
says. "I don't care about politics. If I 
die, I die happy."
  "The Lost Son of Havana," 
Wednesday, July 8, 8 pm, Chilmark 
Community Center, South Road, 
Chilmark. Preceded from 5 to 7 pm 
by Cinema Circus for children. 
Tickets, $12 for adults, $5 for 
children ($6 for MVFF members).

Brooks Robards writes on film, Brooks Robards writes on film, 
book and art for The Times.


