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MVFF organizer Thomas Bena, left, shares the stage last
Sunday with guest speaker David Denby, New Yorker film
critic. Click on photo to enlarge. Photos by Ralph Stewart

Film : MVFF moves film fans into theater, out of
comfort zone

There is a point in the f ilm "Still Bill," one of  the highlights of  the 10th annual Martha's Vineyard Film
Festival, where f ame-averse singer songwriter Bill Withers says, "I have to be caref ul not to just
wallow in my comf ort." By Mr. Withers' standards, the Martha's Vineyard Film Festival is doing just f ine.
Festival f ounder and artistic director Thomas Bena once again screened edgy, entertaining,
humorous, and sometimes disturbing f ilms f or an enthusiastic Island audience last weekend.

For Mr. Bena, the sign of  a successf ul f estival is a
chorus of  vigorous discussion as people leave
the theater. The sign of  a really good f ilm f estival
is when they are still talking about the f ilms the
next day.

"We always try to get people to explore dif f erent
ways of  looking at the world," Mr. Bena said.
"We've had grown men and women standing up
very emotional, sharing their f eelings af ter the
f ilm ("Girls on the Wall") with the f ilm maker and
the f ilm's subject. During "Still Bill" you could just
hear everyone's emotion. It 's those moments of

intensity and connection that make it a success, rather than just saying we had a f ull house."
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Dave McGlade, foreground, peruses the festival program
while waiting for the opening film, "Collapse," on Friday. Click
on photo to enlarge.

Each year a litt le past winter, but not quite spring, the sturdy Chilmark Community Center is
transf ormed into a chic art house f ilm theater. Film lovers f rom across the Island count this as a high
point of  the artistic year. Many summer residents make a special trip back to the Island to see it.

"Still Bill" delighted a large crowd on Saturday.

His Slab Fork, West Virginia mixture of  humor,
wisdom, and philosophy had the audience
engaged and applauding f rom start to f inish. Of
course those f amiliar tunes, "Lean on Me," "Ain't
No Sunshine," and "Just the Two of  Us," playing
in the background didn't hurt the mood inside the
theater. "The music is wonderf ul," said Magdalena
Blouin of  West Tisbury. "He is inspirational, how
he kept his originality in the world of  music."

"The Most Dangerous Man in America," a
documentary about Daniel Ellsberg, the war
planner who leaked the Pentagon Papers, held a
large audience rapt with the real lif e drama of  a nation f inding out a succession of  presidents had
lied about American involvement in Viet Nam. The recorded voice of  an inf uriated President Richard
Nixon considering a nuclear attack brought gasps, and Mr. Ellsberg's outmaneuvering of  President
Nixon's lawyers and covert operatives brought applause.

There were also f ilms about sheep, traveling accordion players, economic collapse, and the
ascendance of  technology.

Af ter two packed days and three nights, 13 f ilms, three series of  shorts, a rowdy Sunday morning
round table, dinner with New Yorker f ilm crit ic David Denby, and countless discussions with the
f ilmmakers in attendance, no one will accuse the Martha's Vineyard Film Festival of  wallowing in its
comf ort. Certainly not Bill Withers.

Lo cal 1-Day Co upo ns
Up To 90% Off The Best Stuff To Do! Restaurants, Events, Food And More.
www.Living So cial.co m

 PDFmyURL.com

http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/images/2010/03/18/large/RAS_FILMFEST3112-UP.jpg
http://www.veryvineyard.com/
http://www.carolinetaylorproperties.com/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


0 comments · Sort: Newest First  - Oldest  FirstReader Comments

News  Opinion  On Island  Obituaries  Classifieds  Real Estate  Activities  Eat & Drink  Come & Stay  Shopping  Services  Home & Garden  Weddings
About Us  Privacy Policy  User Agreement  Copyright  Archives  Buy Photos  Store  Subscriptions  Submissions  Advertise  Contact

mvtimes.com : The Martha's Vineyard Times is a weekly newspaper published on Martha's Vineyard

 PDFmyURL.com

http://www.mvtimes.com/scripts/setCommentOrder.php?order=ltf
http://www.mvtimes.com/scripts/setCommentOrder.php?order=ftl
http://www.1720house.com/
http://www.hobknob.com
http://www.mvtimes.com/
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/news/2010/03/18/film-still-bill.php#
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/news/2010/03/18/film-still-bill.php#
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/obituaries.php
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/classifieds/index.php
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/real-estate/index.php
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/directory/?a=2
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/directory/?a=1
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/directory/?a=3
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/directory/?a=4
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/directory/?a=5
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/directory/?a=8
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/directory/?a=9
http://www.mvtimes.com/about-us.php
http://www.mvtimes.com/fine-print/privacy.php
http://www.mvtimes.com/fine-print/user-agreement.php
http://www.mvtimes.com/fine-print/copyright.php
http://www.mvtimes.com/archives/
http://mvtimes.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
http://www.mvtimes.com/store/
http://www.mvtimes.com/store/subscriptions.php
http://www.mvtimes.com/submissions/
http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas-vineyard/advertising/
http://www.mvtimes.com/contact-us.php
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

